PHILIPPIANS

Persevering Through Problems
Philippians 1:27-30

“Above all you, you must live as citizens of heaven,
conducting yourselves in a manner worthy of the
Good News about Christ. Then, whether | come and
see you again or only hear about you, | will know that
you are standing together with one spirit and one
purpose, fighting together for the faith, which is the
Good News. Don't be intimidated in any way by your
enemies. This will be a sign to them that they are
going to be destroyed, but that you are going to be
saved, even by God himself. For you have been given
not only the privilege of trusting in Christ but also the
privilege of suffering for him. We are in this struggle
together. You have seen my struggle in the past, and
you know that | am still in the midst of it
Philippians 1:27-30 NLT
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Perseverance Principles

1. When the Christian life gets tough, remember

you are not

2. When fear overwhelms you, stop to refocus your

3. Is Jesus your teacher or your ?

“We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials,
for we know that they help us develop endurance. And
endurance develops strength of character, and character
strengthens our confident hope of salvation. And this hope
will not lead to disappointment. For we know how dearly
God loves us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill
our hearts with love.”

Romans 5:3-5 NLT

Work at replacing lies with truth.

September 21, 2025 | Pastor Bill Cummins
Rancho Murieta Community Church



Persevering Through Problems
Philippians 1:27-30
Questions based on the sermon from September 21, 2025

Getting to Know Me
1. Last week we talked about living with purpose — what’s one way
you try to keep Christ at the center of your everyday life?

2. This week is about standing together. Who has been a steady
encourager in your walk with Christ, and how has that shaped
you?

Digging Deeper
3. Read verse 27 and answer the following:

e What does it look like to “live as a citizen of heaven” in your
daily choices?

e How can you conduct yourself in a way that is truly worthy
of the Good News?

e What helps you stand firm in one spirit and one purpose
with other believers?

4. Read verse 28. When have you felt intimidated in your faith?
How does this passage encourage you to respond?

5. Inverse 29, Paul calls suffering a “grace”. Do you see trusting
Christ and suffering for Him as a privilege? Why or why not?

6. Read verse 30 and consider our brothers and sisters serving and
struggling for the faith around the globe. How does knowing
that “we are in this struggle together” strengthen your
perseverance?

Making it Personal
7. Where in your life right now do you most need to remember
that you are a citizen of heaven?

8. Who is someone God may be calling you to stand together with
in one spirit and purpose in the coming weeks?

9. How would your perspective shift if you saw your current
struggle as a privilege instead of a burden?

Prayer: Read Psalm 27:1, 13-14 together.

“The Lord is my light and my salvation — so why should | be afraid? The
Lord is my fortress, protecting me from danger, so why should |
tremble?... Yet | am confident | will see the Lord’s goodness while | am
here in the land of the living. Wait patiently for the Lord. Be brave and
courageous. Yes, wait patiently for the Lord.”

Pray together, asking God for course to live as citizens of heaven,
strength to stand in unity, and hope to endure struggles with joy.

We exist to glorify God by guiding people into a growing relationship with Jesus Christ.
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Perseverance Principles

1. When the Christian life gets tough, remember
you are not ALONE.

2. When fear overwhelms you, stop to refocus your
FAITH.

3. Is Jesus your teacher or your LORD?
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